
Lit Circle Research
The Assignment:
1.  Start with a topic/main idea/theme that your group explored in your discussion.  For example, “discriminatory police practices.”  Next, use your skills to effectively NARROW this topic to make researching it more manageable.  For example, discriminatory police practices… where?  What specific types?  Against which groups of people?  When?  
Once you narrow your topic to something that is still CONNECTED to the book, but no longer so general and broad, you need to use the databases to locate a compelling source that provides some information and insight about this narrowed topic.  Use what you know about keyword searching and Boolean terms to produce a strong, effective source.  
2.  Print the source. 
3.  Enter the source into Noodletools.  Make sure you do this accurately!  Many students messed this up during our ITW research project.  What type of source is this?  Where did you find it?  Are you including all information available?  
[bookmark: _GoBack]4.  Print the works cited page.  
5.  Type a response to the following questions:
· 1.  What is the topic that you were interested in researching?  How is this featured in your book, and why are you interested in it?  
· 2.  How did you narrow your topic?  What was the large topic and how, exactly, did you narrow it down?  Does this still connect with the story you’re reading?  How?  
· 3.  What is the author, title, and publisher of your source?  What database did you find it in?  What were the keywords you used to search for it?  What’s the date of the source (is it within the last 5 years)? Was it difficult to find a useful source? 
· 4.  In about 5 sentences, summarize the main points of the source.  
· 5.  What are a few things that you found interesting about the article? What did it tell you that you didn’t already know?  
· 6.  What’s the most compelling quote/line from the article?  Why?  
· 7.  How does this article affect your understanding of the story you’re reading?  In other words, how does what you learned from this source connect to your understanding of the plot, characters, and themes from your lit circle book?  
· 8.  How would the main character of the story FEEL about the information presented in this article?  Explain why.  

When you submit this work, you will submit (in this order) 1) Typed response to the 8 questions; 2) works cited page; 3) printed copy of source  
This is due MONDAY, March 6th!


