Mango Unit Big Questions Reflection

These were the “Big Questions” you answered before we started the unit.  You should have your response back.

Take 5 minutes and re-read it with the perspective of the texts we read and conversations we had.

1. Does everyone have the same opportunity to succeed in America?  
2. Is life harder as a woman or as a man?  
3. How do women and men acquire power, or climb the “social ladder,” in different ways?
4. We are almost always proud of our culture, but are there times/situations when our cultures hold us back?  When?  How?  
5. Which is most important to “making it” in America-- Talent?  Money?  Effort?  Attitude?  Luck?
6. What forces do you think limit economically disadvantaged people’s ability to escape poverty?  How do those who escape it do it?    
7. In your opinion which is most fundamental to the construction of a person’s identity: money/class, culture, or gender?  
8. Agree/Disagree with the following statement: As long as a person tries he/she can overcome difficult circumstances.
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Then, for homework, type responses to the following questions:

1.  Revisit the four questions you responded to a few weeks ago.  Upon reaching the end of the unit, have any of your responses changed?  How so?  Has your understanding or perspective changed at all?  If so, explain what changed your mind.  If not, explain how the texts solidified your opinion or not.

2.  Respond to one of the 8 questions that you didn’t last time and include references to any of the texts we read/watched to support your answer.  

3.  What do you think is most important idea/concept/issue students should take away from our House on Mango Street unit?  

4.  What’s an idea/issue/concept from The House on Mango Street (or the supporting texts) that should/could have been discussed/emphasized more, that we didn’t discuss much?  
